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o esigend, and without sting or” fiuit, ant

CAPTURE, SACK and DESTRUCTION
- - OF THE AL
City of Coiumbia.

. XVIII.

; _ This surgly is very piteous te héar; and were
the cdse an isolated one, it would probably
mn;s gompassion in every Lieart; but where the’
miserfes of like and worse sort, of a whole
¢community of tweunty theusand, are massed,
a3 it were, together before the eyes, the sensi-
bilitics Lecowe obtuse, and the® universal soi-
fering seema to destroy the sensibilities in all.
We :hzil not seek to maltiply ingtanges like
the foragoing, which would be an sudless*worlk
apd to little profit; and'the mind of the reader
cap readily eonceive them, when we know that
Sherman dimnissed his mercenaries. with a
geners! license to forage upen the people for
thirty-sis hours. He tells (ieneral, Hampton
thet, coull fie Bud uny civil suthorities, and
could they provide him with forage and pro-
visions, le would suffer no feraging upon the
paor»g. His logic and mewory -are equelly
deficfent. Was thera no Muvor and Council in
Columbint They had forually surrendered the
eity inte hiskands. They eonstituted the civil
snthority; but he made no requisition u
them for provisions for his treops. Ie did no
Ay to them, “Supply me with 20,000 rations
in so maoy hours.”  Had he done so, the ra-
tions wouid have been forthecoming. The citi-
zens would have been only too giad, by yifid-
ing up one-half of their stores, to have saved

~the other half, aud* to have preszrved thar
dwellings frem the pollution of the enemy’s-
votsteps und presence. WVay, Jid not the ju-
dicellers of every house—ire will scy 3,000 houtis
—seck @t his hands @ speeial guard—inlidi
uevally consisted of tuo yen—and tacre ot Lhee

- fed wholly by Jamities where theyslodyel
during che whole time of their stayz  Hoke, by u
very sinple computalion, we jind that tgn thoi-
3and soldiery were thus voluictarily provided with
7aizous; end a requisition for twenty thousaud
men mizht eaeily and would probably nive
Yocn prowded, had any such bueen rmude; for

S suppiies in the city were abundant of every

goti——itc population geveraliy having laid':

it A peiiog of gescral seareity  from  the
reurel e enemy, But, even had e peo-
e 1o supply thess provisiens——
cupeil fuiled to reéspend to icss
it whose deors shiould the blame
fntluve’ wonld have been the

i -ovr of General Sherman’s own
Mau he ot ravaged and swep!,

- lire, uli the {racts of country
veople of Columbin depended
Hud he not, himself, cut off
“purtution, o the destrustion,
" jpniiwaye, but of every wagon,

i all the plantations through

: prsseli—earrying off all the
uirder of auy value, god rathlessly
« turosts of the remaindert He cats
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off the fort and eem=of 2 jevpie, and then
demands “that they shall bring him food snd
el . - £

I

forag. ]

But even this pretext, if well nded, can
avail him nothing. He was ing from no
sort of necessity. was the boast of every officer
and soldier in his army, tha® le {«I fat upon
the country through, which-he had passed;

everywhere findipg abundance, and lrd not
once felt the meceasity of liftidg the cover frooi
hisowy wagens, and feeding from hiy ewn
‘aceuthalated storen. The mendacitg of the man
sigangles his logic. Dut the complint of

ampton, and or omr people at large, is not
Lthat he fed his foljowers upon the country, but
that he destreyad what he did not need for
food, nnd tore the bread from the fanishing
mouths” of & hundred thous:and vomen and’
children—feeble infancy aud deerepit age; nnd
this, tao, eoupling with the robbery andiuncen-
diavism aleeds of the foulesy vioclomce, the mest
reckless debemehery, the mesnest practices of
thief aid outlaw. * But to our uxrrative.

b XIX.

We .have adverted to the depper bluick of
those horrid outrages which wele perponrated
within the houschoids of the citizen, where,
unrestrained by the rebuking eyes of their own
comrades, and unresisted by théir interposition,
cupidity, malignity and lusk sousht to ylut their
sevorel appetites.  The cupidity generally tri-
umphed oxer the lust. The greed for goll and
silver swwallowed ap the more aninial pawions,
aod drunkenness supervened in season fur the
satety of miny.  We have Ieard of sone few
outrages,. Or attempls at uui,rngc. of the worst
sort, but the instances, in the cuse of wlite
fcmales, must have been very few. There was,
perhaps, a wholesome dread, on the partof the
vutiians, of goading to desperation “the people
! whom they had tTE:apoiled cf” all but Lunor,
Tliey cenld see, in many watehtul and guardian
eyes, the lurking expression which threaloned
sharp vengeance should thelr trespas
ceed 80 Lhuse extremes which thes y«
tionubly conterpluted. The vener:
stoud ready, with his eoatean de clhasse, nade
buve in his bosom, hovermis sround the p i1
of hisiuneesnt daughics Mr. 0., on bvbold
ing some too fumiliar approach tu.ove of his
duughters by one of the ruflians, bude him
stand-off at the peril of his life; saying that,
while he submitted to be robbed of properiy,
de would sacrifice Jife without seserve—bhis
own sud thut of the assailant—before his
child’s honer should be abused. Mr. James G.
Gibbes with diffieulty, pisto] in hand. and oxly
with the gsgeistance of a ®unkee officer, res
cued Lwoﬂ!?:un; wemep from the clutches of as
many rufians. W hive been told of success-
ful omtrages of this .unmentionzble-charsctar
being practiced upen women dwelling in the
suburbs. Many are understood to have tiken
place in remote country settlements, and two
cases are described where young negresses yere
brutally forced by the writches and afterwards

e

half dead, head down, into a mud-puddle, .and
there held nntil she was saffocated. But this
must sufficg. The shocking detsil should not »
now be made, hut that we gyeed, for thé sakeof.
truth and hamanity, to -put on record, in the
fullgat types and 2olumns, the horrid deeds of
these arauderstupoa all that ie ptire and pre-
‘cious—all that is sweet and jonocent—all that .
is good, gentle, gaciTs. dear and ennobling—
within the regards f  white and Christian.
civilization.
while showiog the for ance 'of the 3
ip respect to our wizie$@men, we should con-
¥ (o any innocentread er the notivlf that they
exhibited a like forbearance in _the_ease of the
black. The poor negroes were terribly victim:

Yankeos

ized by their brutal assuilants, nany -of them,

besides the instance mebtioned, being left ina
condition little short of death. Regiments, in
suceessite relays, suljecked scores ot these poor
women tu the torture of theie embraces, and—
but we dare not farther pursue ‘the subjeet—it

is ove of such loathing and horror. There are *

sume horrors which the historina dare not pur.*
sue—which
They both drop the cuvtaio over crimes Whigh
hunkanity bleeds to contenrplate. :

Zome incidents of gross brutality, which
show how well prepared wera these demons
for every criue, however monstrops, may be
riven. ' ;

A ludy, undergoing the puins of labar, Lad to -
be borne out vn a mattress iuto the open air, to
.escape the iire. 1t was in vain that her situa-
tiof was desgribed to the incendiaries, a8 they
applield the toreh within-and without the
housg, after they had penetrated every cham-
ber und’ robbed them of all that was cither
valuable or portable. They themselves be-
held the situation of th. syiferer, and laughed
to scorn the prayer for hér.safety.

-Avotlier ease wus that of Mrs, —— a widow,
Her corpse, décked for the grave, wus sur-
roumied Wby watelhful mourncrs, sisters and
daughters.” luto Lhis siered presencethe ruf-
finhs made their way, plande g as they went,
antkin ; offensive gomments, anil e uihiting no
sort of regurd to the solonn preparations for
the grave which they belisld, or for the be-
reaveil sulferers, silgnt in
love. *

Another lady, Me.. | . wad: hat recently
confined. Her condition wmas very  helpless,
Lér e hung upon u haw.  The Gonons wera'
apprised of al¥the £ in the cnse. They
burst. into the chamber—=tuok the rings from
the lady's fingers—plncked the watch {rom
benexth Lier pillow—shrieked offensive Wmn-
guage in her cars, and so overwhelmed he¥

1e painter Jdare not deligeate. . .

with terror, that she sunk 'under the regiment -

—durviving their departure bt a da GFtw
Language ?nils in all fdequnte sp;}aoh,{when ?i'.
would preperly characterize the natugl of
thess demons or their diabolizal performauges.

In several cases, newly madejgraves Werg
opened, the coffins taken-out, broken open, in

murdered—une of them being thrast, irlumr

seareh of puried tresmsure, and the corpses left

b
¥

And yet, we should grossly err if, . -
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